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NATIONAL CRECHE SCHEME FOR THE CHILDREN

OF WORKING MOTHERS
L INTRODUCTION

The Government's sus'tained initiative on education and employment of wbmén
has resulted in increased opportunities for their employment, and more and more
women are now in gainful employment, working within or outside their homes. The
growing industrialization and urban development has led to increased migration into the
cities. The past few decades have shown a rapid increase in nuclear families and
breaking up of the joint family system. Thus the children of these women, who were
earlier getting support from relatives and friends while their mothers were at work, are
now in need of day care services which provide quality care and protection for the
children. Children who used to grow up in the secure and warm laps of their
grandmothers and aunts are now confronted with an insecure and neglected

environment; therefore women need a safe place for their children in their absence. It

é ‘ '
has become necessary to provide support to the young children in terms of quality, - -

" substitute care and other services While the mothers are at work. Effective day care for

young children is essential and a cost effective investment as it provides support-,to, both

mothers and young children. Lack of proper day-care services is, often, a dete"rrént'for -

wamen to go out and work. Hence, there is an urgent need for improved quality and
each of day care services/créches for working women amongst all socio- —economic

groups both in the organized and unorganized sectors.

Women working in the organized sector can avail day care facilities for their
children which their employers are obliged to provide under various legislations,
(Factories Act 1948, Mines Act 1952, Plantation Act, 1951, Inter-State Migrant Workers
Act, 1980 and NREGA 2005 make provision of day care mandatory). On the other hand,
the need of the children of the women workmg in the un-organised sector still remalns

largely unaddressed.

educationists,

There is a worldwide consensus among psychologists
r the

paediatricians and sociologists regardmg the significance of early years of life fo
y childhood is a time of remarkable brain

learning and any damage of

2

optimum development of child. Earl
development that lays the foundation for later
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